Rainow Parish Council 

Cheshire East Local Plan Scoping Consultation 2026

Please find below Rainow Parish Council’s priorities in relation to the Cheshire East Local Plan Scoping Consultation.

1. Settlement hierarchy/Strategic Green Gap – Other Settlements and Rural Areas
Residents make it clear that they wish to preserve their distinct identity and histories and would therefore wish to avoid development that would merge the Parish into a single continuous mass with our adjoining neighbours.  

2. Brownfield Development
Rainow Parish Council understands that the Brownfield Register is reviewed annually to assess suitability, availability, and deliverability. We therefore welcome the development of brownfield sites in Macclesfield and encourage the provision of funding to support such development.

3. Green Belt – we would like to see that the current greenbelt boundaries are maintained.

4. Heritage, Culture and Natural Environment
Jodrell Bank World Heritage Site/Education Centre - Jodrell Bank serves as an important part of our local heritage and functions as a valuable educational centre.
White Nancy – preserving local heritage and its surrounding environment is important to Rainow.

5. Housing 
We would like to see more affordable smaller housing.

Housing for older people and specialist accommodation – There is a clear need for additional opportunities to downsize within rural areas.  Our community has a growing older population, who need the opportunity, to remain in the place they have belonged to for most of their lives.  Supporting appropriate downsizing provision would therefore be a priority for us, and we would support this within the Cheshire East Council Draft Vulnerable Persons Housing Strategy.

Housing diversification and providing for small and medium sized sites – we would welcome developments which would not jeopardise the character of our villages and encourage younger residents to stay in the village.

Building - With the results of climate change becoming all too apparent, new housing developments should be equipped to deal with the heat and cold.  Air conditioning needs to be considered as a priority as well draught proofing and insulating homes to keep them warm 

6. Town Centres – Redundant buildings within the town centre should be repurposed.  

7. Waste Facilities – we would like to see regular and reliable collection of bins going forward.  The closing of the waste recycling centres has had a detrimental effect on the community with an increase in fly tipping.  The cost of the green bins collection has recently increased, and more transparency should be given on the costing requirements.

8. Transport and infrastructure – We would like to ensure that any developments are supported by adequate infrastructure such that existing residents are not adversely affected.  Particularly if there were additional large developments in the Adlington area we would like improvements to the A537 so that access between Macclesfield and the Greater Manchester areas does not become restricted and have an adverse knock-effect to rural areas.

We would like to see improvements to the existing bus service, as well as full consideration of public transport provision for any new developments.

Members have concerns that the existing road and pathway infrastructure is being neglected and needs to be well-maintained to enable safe travel by pedestrians, vehicles and cycles.

9. Natural environment – Safeguarding and enhancing local environments should remain a central priority when locating and designing future developments.  

Conservation and wildfire management must be handled responsibly because healthy, well‑managed landscapes are one of the strongest defences against managing wildfires.

10. Health and wellbeing - Maintaining open spaces and creating new ones is a priority for health and wellbeing.  

11. Active Travel – It is important for residents’ health and wellbeing to remain active, and we are concerned that footpaths in rural areas are being allowed to deteriorate.

12. Renewable and Low Carbon Energy - The promotion of renewable energy should apply not only to new developments but also to existing housing stock.

13. Pollution and Contamination - We are concerned for the possibility of pollution and contamination of our rivers and waterways and feel they must be protected.

Light pollution is a major concern as it risks the safety of wildlife and the natural environment in both our towns and countryside. 
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