Cheshire East Local Plan Comments August 2026
Recognition should be given to the CCA document ‘CCA response to the Cheshire East New Local Plan Scoping Consultation.’ In particular para. 4 of that document states,
‘CCA recognises the need for new homes. However the central question should not be simply how many homes are delivered but whether growth creates stronger and sustainable communities.’
In too many Cheshire villages we have seen community infrastructure and facilities gradually diminish. These have included schools, post offices, village shops and in more recent years public houses and churches. Changes in farming practice have also affected village community life. Farms typically dairy in Cheshire have become larger units with much larger machinery often provided by outside contractors. This has meant fewer working age people employed on the land in villages. Often village facilities need a critical mass to be viable for the future. 
A proportionate increase in housing within rural villages should be encouraged and supported by Cheshire East where it can be demonstrated to enhance or sustain the community life of the village.  This should be almost evolutionary in scale so that it grows as a community and not merely in number of houses. This will give the chance for pubs, villages stores and churches to remain viable even with increasing costs. Also village halls that struggle with maintenance costs and an often aging village population may see the benefit of newcomers to village life.
The independent land promoter Richborough made a statement regarding sustainable rural housing.												‘The key to success is a concept called ‘vitality’; housing in rural areas is specifically		 mentioned only once in the NPPF, at paragraph 55, which states that;
“To promote sustainable development in rural areas, housing should be located where it will enhance or maintain the vitality of rural communities.”’									    A question of vitality.    Richborough   07/06/2017
It would appear that for many rural communities in East Cheshire there is a danger of them being merely groupings of commuters and home workers with no sense of belonging to or serving a community. There is the potential in Cheshire rural villages that a divide is permitted to develop between those working the land in that village area and those only residing and commuting. The need to enhance a sense of community is even greater now than it has been before.
Cheshire East Plan should embrace the recommendations within the document ‘Our Future Homes - Housing that promotes wellbeing and community for an ageing population.’ 
Consideration should be given to providing choice in older age. This should include the provision of suitable accommodation for the more elderly to live in rural communities that provides types of accommodation that have modern facilities and accessibility to support later living.
Recognition should be given to the recommendations in the report ‘Rural Housing for our Ageing Population: Preserving Independence HAPPI 4 The Rural HAPPI Inquiry Jeremy Porteus’. In particular recommendation 4 regarding ‘meeting the needs of older people in rural communities e.g. by the allocation of sites in the local plan specifically for the housing of older people.’
