Haughton Recreational Ground Trustees
Response to Cheshire East Local Plan Scoping Consultation
The Trustees of Haughton Recreational Ground welcome the opportunity to contribute to the Cheshire East Local Plan Scoping Consultation.
The Recreational Ground is a distinctive and valued community asset located within Haughton Moss. It is owned and managed for the benefit of the community and forms an important part of the area's environmental, historical and social character. As Cheshire East develops its evidence base and policy framework, we request that the Parish Field and its contribution to the wider Haughton Moss landscape are explicitly recognised.
Importance of the Haughton Recreational Ground
The Recreational Ground represents one of the few remaining fragments of the historic Haughton Moss landscape. It has been identified as a Local Wildlife Site (CE376) and is described as a remnant of the former moss land environment that once covered a much larger area of Haughton. The site contains a mosaic of damp acidic grassland, species-rich neutral grassland and high-quality hedgerows, supporting wildlife and habitats which are uncommon within lowland Cheshire. The Local Wildlife Site citation notes that some of the grassland communities present are rare in the Cheshire lowlands and support a diverse range of invertebrates and plant species. 
The field's ecological value is closely linked to the wider landscape characteristics of Haughton Moss, including its peaty soils, hydrology, drainage patterns and long-established rural setting. Its significance cannot therefore be considered in isolation from the surrounding countryside.
Community and Landscape Value
In addition to its ecological importance, the Haughton Recreational Ground is an important community asset. It represents a tangible connection to the history of Haughton Moss and contributes to the distinctive rural character that residents value highly.
The field forms part of the open landscape setting of Haughton and contributes to the sense of place and separation that characterises this dispersed rural community. The openness of the surrounding land, the historic relationship between the field and the wider moss landscape, and the absence of urbanising influences are all important components of its value.
Considerations for the Local Plan
As the Local Plan progresses, the Trustees request that Cheshire East:
· Recognise the Haughton Recreational Ground as a significant environmental and community asset within Haughton Moss.
· Ensure that the Local Wildlife Site designation and its supporting ecological evidence are fully reflected within the emerging evidence base and policy framework.
· Consider the cumulative effects that land use changes in the surrounding area may have on the field's ecological function, landscape setting, hydrology and community value.
· Recognise that the significance of the Parish Field extends beyond its physical boundary and is influenced by the character and condition of surrounding land.
· Consider the relationship between any future site assessments and the environmental sensitivities associated with the field and the wider Haughton Moss landscape.
Conclusion
The Trustees are not seeking at this stage to comment on specific sites or development proposals. Rather, we ask that the Local Plan process properly recognises the importance of the Haughton Recreational Ground as a designated Local Wildlife Site, community asset and surviving element of the historic Haughton Moss landscape.
A sound understanding of the field's environmental, ecological, landscape and community significance should form part of the evidence base used to inform future policy development and any assessment of land within its vicinity. This will help ensure that decisions affecting Haughton Moss are informed by a complete understanding of the area's distinctive characteristics and valued assets.

