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Local Wildlife Site Description and Management Form

	Site name:
	Site code:
	Grid reference:

	Haughton Moss
	CE376
	SJ 576 565

	Date(s) of visit:
	Surveyor(s)
	Data submitted to rECOrd?

	2013
	RG 
	No

	Land owner/tenant

	Include name, address and contact number/email for owner and/or tenant/agent.  Where there is more than one owner, indicate ownership boundaries clearly on site map.

	Parish Council

	Selection Criteria

	List all criteria that apply. Give brief justification here or in target notes.
	H7 Neutral grassland
H9 Acid grassland

H25 Hedges

	Site Characteristics

	Topography: undulating; irregular; slopes; aspects etc.
	Any public access to site?

	Flat
	No

	Hydrology/Geomorphology/Soils(if known): wet, flushes, streams, outcrops, mineral, peat, clay etc. 
	Surrounding area information: urban, semi-rural, rural, intensively farmed etc.

	Wet peaty soils
	Rural

	Site Summary

	Give BRIEF description/summary of the site. Include information on most important habitats, important or dominant species and other important aspects of the site. 
* This information will be used to update the citation for the site.  

	This field is a small remnant of Haughton Moss which once covered an extensive area of land close to the village of Haughton. The field has been drained and enclosed and now it is a mosaic of damp acidic grassland, flushed areas and areas of moderately species-rich neutral grassland. To the south the site is bounded by a deep water filled ditch and to the north and west there is a species-rich hedge with scattered trees.
The notable grassland communities resemble NVC U5 Nardus stricta – Galium saxatile and NVC U4 Festuca rubra – Agrostis capillaris – Galium saxatile. These communities are rare in lowland Cheshire and are more typically found in the base poor, peaty soils of the uplands. For a number of years the field has been managed as a hay meadow which will have altered the plant communities from the typical U4/U5 suite of species that are usually maintained as a result of grazing. Nevertheless this is an important site with a flora highly unusual for its locality. The site also supports good numbers of terrestrial invertebrates.


	Additional information

	e.g.  species lists, species diversity, notable or indicator species (approximate NVC communities may be suggested), suggested boundary changes (mark on map),  recommendations for future surveys. List any target notes with species information (e.g. indicators, invasives, species lists). All botanical species information should be recorded with DAFOR score where possible.

	Grassland

Pignut R, Creeping thistle R, Meadow vetchling F, Marsh bedstraw LO, Spike rush LO, Curled dock LO, Silverweed LO, Hogweed LO, Lesser stitchwort R, Agrostis stolonifera O, Dandelion R, Bush vetch R, Meadow sweet R (LO in ditch), Hairy sedge LO, Cow parsley LO, Mouse-eared chickweed R, Agrostis capillaris O-F, Deschampsia caespitosa R, Black knapweed O, carex sp R, Oval sedge LO, Nardus stricta LO, Devilsbit scabious LA, Compact rush O, Field woodrush O, Common birdsfoot trefoil F, Tormentil LA, Jointed rush sp LF/LA, Crested dogstail R, Meadow foxtail R, Soft rush R, Cuckoo flower R, Glyceria sp R, Broadleaved dock R, Nettle R-LO, Festuca rubra A, Sweet vernal grass A, White clover O, Common sorrel F, Common catsear F, Ribwort plantain A, Field horsetail LA, Greater birdsfoot trefoil A, Creeping buttercup LA, Red clover LF, Meadow buttercup O, Bramble O, Yorkshire Fog A, Vicia sp, Polygonum sp R.
Hedge

Holly O, Hawthorn A, Bramble F, Honeysuckle R, Ivy F, Hedge woundwort R, Cleavers O, False oat grass LF, Cocksfoot F, Sycamore o, Pedunculate oak R, Elder R, Ash R, Rosa sp.
Invertebrates

White tailed bee, red tailed bee, burnet moth, meadow brown, ringlet, common blue butterfly.

Other

Song thrush, house sparrow, badger

	Condition assessment

	Overall impression of the condition of site. Good, fair or poor? Give reasons.
	Good

	Social Issues

	Issue
	Comment where applicable

	Litter/fly tipping/pollution
	-

	Vandalism/anti-social use
	-

	Recreational damage
	-

	Other
	-

	Grassland/Heathland

	Issue
	Comment where applicable. Complex sites may need to be assessed in compartments/fields – annotate map.

	Grazing (animal sp.) - Any suggestion of over/under grazing?
	No

	Poaching
	-

	Scrub encroachment (% cover, include young plants)
	No

	Mowing
	Cut for hay annually

	Ridge and furrow/anthills
	-

	Re-seeding/fertiliser application? Record % of white clover/rye grass.
	No

	Undesirables (% cover e.g. bracken, thistles, nettles, docks, ragwort, invasives/ non-natives – list sp.)
	Creeping thistle R

	Bilberry/heathers/western gorse (% cover)
	-

	Other
	-

	Woodland

	Issue
	Comment where applicable. Complex sites may need to be assessed in compartments/fields – annotate map.

	Tree cover (estimate % cover where possible)
	-

	Invasives/non-natives (list sp. and approx. frequency)
	-

	Coppicing/felling
	-

	Grazing (livestock and/or deer, give details)
	-

	Pheasant rearing
	-

	Regeneration of locally native tree species?
	-

	Fallen/standing dead wood
	-

	Fencing
	-

	Other
	-

	Wetland

	Issue
	Comment where applicable. Complex sites may need to be assessed in compartments/fields – annotate map.

	Invasives/non-natives (list sp. and estimate % cover)
	No

	Scrub encroachment (% cover, include young plants)
	<1%

	Any good populations of wetland flora/fauna?
	No

	Suggestion of eutrophication e.g. algal blooms?
	No

	Other
	Poor ditch flora (false oat grass with small amounts of meadow sweet) suggests either inappropriate ditch management or runoff from adjacent field to the south.

	Management plan / stewardship agreement / any management suggestions?

	Comment where known
	Tenant is keen to manage sympathetically.
Management

We suggest continuing with current management; however cutting should be undertaken after the 15th July (silage is cut too early and would not be appropriate for this site). No NPK fertilizers or slurry should be applied as this is likely to result in a reduction in the diversity of the grassland flora. If cutting for hay becomes unfeasible then the site should be grazed (ideally with cattle); it is important not to overgraze the site - as a guide sward height during the June- July period should be between 5-15 cm.




