I wish to make some general and specific points about the identification of sites, primarily for housing but also for businesses/employment. Brownfield sites or unused buildings should be the main priority. The one people most often referred to in Macclesfield is old mill buildings. I would fully support this but my guess is that they are not that easy to convert into apartments and sites for businesses. Albion Mill on London Road I think is still on the market. There are many mills and other sites. An example is the old St Barnabas school on Byron Street along with surrounding buildings and land that I think Cheshire East itself is still selling. Another example is Christ Church and surrounding land very close to the town centre. The church has been closed for over 4 decades to services. I understand there is a local group working with CEC looking to bring it into more sustainable use but in 14 years there has I think been very little apart from the very occasional music or community event. 

Wouldn’t it be great to see these old buildings retained and full of new life providing places where people can live and/or work and/or play? 

There are organisations around the UK who are repurposing unused buildings for the benefit of the community and I include links to some of them. Many or most of these are community, sustainable but not for profit co-operatives. 
Cornerstonepartnership in Birmingham
Peoplespropertyportfolio with the mission to regenerate both spirit and place starting in Bradford
(https://www.nudge.community in Plymouth
(Giroscope). In Hull. This has been going for decades and now has well over a hundred properties including a repurposed church building
The Church of England itself has a commitment to repurposing their unused buildings and land in particular for housing churchhousingassociation
