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Introduction

Neighbourhood Planning has provided an important opportunity for communities to shape their local
environment for future generatins. ldentifying and evaluating opportunities and constraints will
mean that communities are in an informed position and therefore better able to protect their valuable
natural assets.
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The National Planning Policy Framework (NFg)published in 2012 drew on these principles and
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objectives in the revised NPPF 2018 (paragraphL8chal (norstrategic) policies specifically designed
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guidance for this ignshrined in the NPPF in paragraphs 118a, 174b and 175d with the latter two
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(January 2016) which sets out the guidance and principles of biodiversity accounting and
compensation.

According to Biodiversity 2020, there are numerous ways to work towards achieving these aims, with
landowners, conservation chéigs and individuals playing a part. However, the planning system has
a central role in achieving the aims of Biodiversity 2020, particularly strategic planning, but also
development control. At a local level, Neighbourhood Planning has the potentialddkby factor in
determining whether the aims of Biodiversity 2020 are realised, by identifying local priorities for
nature conservation and ensuring these are taken into consideration in the planning process.

In 2018, as part of its 25 YdarvironmentPlan, the government pledged teecome the first
generation to leavehe natural environment in a better condition than that they inherited.

In the State of Nature Report 2016, the UK was ranked among the most rdgpleted countries in
the world. The @ @ S NJ/ Ya®bitiou® proposals fanature recoveryr YR ¢ Of Sy IANR g K £
pivotal in the future of our environment.

Although this is a national framework, its success will also depend on local communities and
partnerships working to protect and enhem their environment to contribute to its social, economic
and environmental objectives.
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Objectives of the study

The first stage to protecting and enhancing the natural environment is to identify the natural assets
that exist within the neighbourhood.hls report aims to identify the core, high ecological value sites
for nature conservation ithe Ollerton withMarthall Neighbourhood Planning Areas well as sites
deemed to be bmedium ecological value.igh value sites are recommended for protectidmdugh

the neighbairrhood planning process anaiedium value sites could be considered as biodiversity
opportunity areas subject to further evaluation. Medium and high value sites should also act as an
alert in the planning systemtriggering full evaluationshould they be proposed for future
development.

The report also aims to identify key local and regional ecological networks within the neighbourhood
planning area and recommends that these are protected through the neighbourhood plan.
Additionally, it identifies key featuresassociated with the landscape character of tB#erton &
Marthall area so these can be referenced in planning policies.

Backgroundz ecological networks
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change in our approach to wildlife conservation from trying to hang on to what we have, to one of
large-scale habitat restoration rad recreation, underpinned by the festablishment of ecological

processes and ecosystem services, for the benefits of both people and wildlife. The report also
identified that this vision will only be realised if we work at local scales in partnerstipowél people.

The natural environment is fundamental to our wiedling, health and economgnd provides us with

a range of ecosystem services such as food, water, materials, flood defences and carbon sequestration
¢ and biodiversity underpins most,nibt all, of them.The pressures on our land and water are likely

to continue to increase and we need to learn how to manage these resouraeayi thatdeliver

multiple benefits, for example, achieving profitable and productive farming while also adoptin
practices which enhance carbon storage, imprélwedwatermanagement and support wildlife.
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the provision of some ecosystem services, and losses toespgapulationsEcological networks have

become widely reagnised as an effective way conserve wildlife in environments that have become
fragmented by human activities.

Ecological networks genenalhave five components (see Figurewhich reflect bth existing and
potential ecological importance and function.

1 Core areas
These are areas of high nature conservatialue, whickform the heart of the network. They contain
habitats that are rare or important because of the wildlife they support ortt@system services they
provide. They generally have the highest concentrations of species or support rare species. They
include protected wildlife sites and other sematural areas of high ecological quality.
Protecting and Enhancirgt £t SNIi2y ¢ A (K airoNdeftl £ £ Qa b I (i dzZNMaich ZDY0



9 Corridors and stepping stones
These are [gaces that improve the functional connectivity between core areas, enabling species to
move between them to feed, disperse, migrate or reproduce. Connectivity neeplistatome from
fAYSINE O2yilAydz2dza KFoAGlF GAT & (y2dyYSoasNJI [ 20MERBaaYal éf K AZ
species can move between core areas.

1 Restoration areas
These are areas where measures are planned to resiocreate new high value habitagshich will
dzf GAYI GSfte 06S8S02YS WwWO2NB | NB I cespopulatidns dak beliest@O 2 f 2 I A C
They are often situatetb complement, connect or enhance existing core areas.

9 Buffer zones
BufferzoneDf 2 84St & adz2NNRdzy R O2NB I NBFAX NBad2NIGAz2y | N
and protect them from dverse impacts from the wider environment.

1 Sustainable use areas
These are areas within the wider landscape focussed on the sustainable use of natural resources and
appropriate economic activities, together with the maintenance of ecosystem servicesupSe
F LILINRLINA | G St e GKSe KStL G2 wazfisSy GKS YIFIGNREQ
less hoste to wildlife, including seléustaining populations of species that are dependent upon, or at
least tolerant of, certain forms of agriculew There is overlap in the functions of buffer zones and
sustainable use areas, but the latter are less clearly demarcated than buffers, with a greater variety of
land uses.
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Figure 1.The components of ecological networks (Making Space for Nature jeport

The principles of creatingoherent ecological netwogkhave since been embedded within many

LX FyYyAy3 FyR LRfAO& R20dzySyidaod ¢KS Dbl GddNdht 9y A
was published in 201 teiterated a Government commitment to movigom net biodiversity loss to

net gain, by recognising the importance of supporting healthy, -fuelttioning ecosystems and
establishing more coherent ecological networks.

The National Planning and Policy Framewuehich was updateth 2018 andevisedagainin February
2019 alsoincludesthe establishment and conservation of a coherent ecological nekves a core
principle including

1 Identifying, magpingand safeguarithg components of local wildlifeich habitats and wider
ecological networks, including the hierarchy of internati national and locally designated
sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect
them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management,
enhancement, restoration or creation

1 Promdingthe conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.
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Natural Area

Natural Areas as defined by English Nature (now Natural England) in 1996 are a series of
biogeographical units reflecting ecological integrity land fdang-use and cultural influences. Their
boundaries usually correspond to those of the Landscape Character Areas although they normally
encompass multiple L@&Aas they are generally larger.

Most of Cheshire, the northern half of Shropshire and part otneest Staffordshire sit within the
Meres and Mosses Natural Arebhis is an expansive area of gently rolling agricultural ,mdiich at

the end of the last ice age was largely underwater. Although the vast area of water eventually drained
away, it left behind a wetland landscape of meres, mosses, meandering rivers and ponds. This
landscape is recognised as being of international importance for its wetland wildlife.

Landscape Character Assessmdpt the Cheshire region

On a national leveDllerton & Mathall lies within National Character Area §5hropshire, Cheshire

and Staffordshire Plaim largely pastoral area of rolling plain which is important for food production.
Especially important is daifgrming, whichs well suited to the damp lush pasas that are found on

the glacialtill clay soilsMore locally,the Cheshire Landscape Character Assessment of 2008 identifies
recognisable patterns in the landscape and classifies the Cheshire Landscape into 20 broad Landscape
Character Types (LCTs).f@ént aspects such as geology, landform, soils, vegetation andulsad

have been used to identify character areas. The assessment is intended to be used as a basis for
planning and the creation of future landscape strategies as well as raising publienass of
landscape character and creating a sense of place.
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Map 1: Landscape Character Typold@heshire East Local Authority 2018)
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Aside from urbarareasthe Landscape Character Assment (Mafl) has identified twaecognisable
landscape charactetypes (LCTs) within th@llerton with MarthallNeighbourhood planning area,
namely:Lower Wooded Farmland as well as Wooded Estates and Meaes LCT sibdivided into
smaller Landscape Character Areas (LCAS); details of the relevant LCTs and ¢iGslzew:

LCT & Lower Wooded Farmland

Coveringa large areaof Cheshire East, this character tyjedivided into seven character areas
extending from High Leigh and Arley in the north, east to Poynton and Congleton and as far south as
Audlem. Thisery gently rolling landscape type has many similarities with the Cheshire East Plain, but
it has a greater concentration of woodland and a slightly higher settlement density with more
nucleated hamlets and villages. Land use is a mix of arable and g@asthile settlement largely
retains its dispersed pattern. Intensive reorganisation during the -pusdieval period saw the
dilution of some medieal field patterns. Whilst very rural, the landscdpes been impacted in places

by the presence of major traport routes and nearby large urban areas.

Key characteristics

Topography, geology and drainage

w oW lying, gatly rolling topography with occasionsieepslopesoften associated with
watercourses.

w ! YRSNI @Ay3 0SRNRoOKsaj@ yhudstdng g&logy Fockkts df pedt Sre 6
located throughout the landscape and have been historically exploited for fuel.

w [FNBS ydzYoSNJ 2F 41 GSNJ62RASa ¢gA0GK Y2aasSa | yR
frequent infield marl ponds.

Woodland cover

w relatively high density of coniferous, mixed and deciduous woodland found in blocks, coverts and
along streams and rivers.

w al Gdz2NBE GNBSa 62F0Sy 213 0SSOK FyR &a&o0l Y2NBO
to the wooded chareter of the landscape.

Land use and field patterns

w ! YAE 2F FN}o6ftS | yR Lscaléfiutshdf nfedieyaRand pasiedev
origin.
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fieldsdue to the removal of boundary hedges is seen in some aRezst.and wire or wooden
fencing has replaced some hedgerows
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Seminatural habitats

w number of wetland habitats including nationally important sites such as Bagmere SSSI and
Brookhause Moss SS&ie present

w h ( K Sniitral KaNitats scattered amongst the farmland include unimproved grasslands and
remnant heath, which has seen major losses in the past.

Archaeology and cultural heritage

w t NBKAAG2NKRO NIB Ye bayows ahdfunilicaR scdit@red tiidighduSthe! 3
landscape, with some designated as Scheduled Monuments.

w A&ZG2NAO SadrdsS f1yRaolFILSa NS 200FaAirz2zylf FSI(
Gardens.

Settlement, road pattern and rights of wa

w aSRAdzy aSiaidtSYSyid RSyaaride gAGK | YAE 2F RA&LISN
including a number of Conservation Areas. Some settlements have grown due to their proximity to
large urban areadlypicallybuilt vernacular is of red brick orhite render.

w w2FR& FNB | YAE 2F YIFI22NJ FNGSNRALFE NRdziSa AyOfod
motorway also crosses through a number of the areas within this type.

w 'y AyidlFrOd ySGg2N] 2F NAIKUG A Addnbes of promoide A RS & | C
routes cross the landscape, including the North Cheshire Way, Dane Valley Way, South Cheshire Way
and Crewe and Nantwich Circular Walk. Views and perceptual qualities

w DSYSNIffe @S Nanflusdedbyithe prdgénceiafjacéniiukbanSageas. Major
infrastructure including the M6 motorway and Manchester Airport has a visual impact and
introduces traffic noise.

et
A
[daly
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woodlandtrees, whichprovide a strong sense of enclosure and limit views.

w 2KSNB ¢g22RflFyR O20SNJ Iftft2sas GKSNBE I NB @GASga
ridgeline of Alderley Edge and the uplands of the Pennines.

LCA 7dMarthall Character Area

This lowundulating (c 480m AOD) character area extends from Lower Peover, northwest as far as
Alderley Edge. The southern boundary is provided by the valley of the River Dane. This is a medium
scale landscape of mixed arable and pastéaaihland, whichsharesmany of the characteristics of

the West Lowland Plain. There are localised areas of more undulating ground but the land is generally
flat. In thenorth, many fields have been enlarged and there is evidence of hedgerow removal with
increased reliance upomogt and wire fences. This has produced a more open, larger scale landscape
with more extensive views, although even here many views are curtailed in the middle distance by
solid blocks of woodland. The estate woodlands associated with Toft Hall and R¢aldrave a

strong visual presence and feature in many views. In the north of the chaae@the landscape is
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strongly influenced by the close proximity of urban Knutsford, Wilmslow and Alderley Edge. A number
of major highways, including the A50 aA&37, traverse the area with the associated intrusion of
heavy traffic, but many tranquil rural locations remain in the id#rd between these strategic
routes. The area is drained by a number of small rivers including Peover Eye, Marthall Brook and
Pedky Brook and these are often associated with linear woodlands or lines of mature trees, forming
conspicuous features in the landscape. In the northern part of the charactertheshigh ground of
Alderley Edge with its wooded slopes forms an importasti@i feature on the horizon. In treouth,

the Jodrell Bank radio telescope provides a local landmark as it is visible over a wide expanse.
Settlement has a medium density comprising clusters of dispersed settlement e.g. the Warford Hall
and Blackden Heatlireas; linear settlement that has developed along roadways e.g. Stocks Lane, Over
Peover; small nucleations at Swan Green and Twemlow Green and larger nucleated villages that have
undergone modern expansion such@kelfordand Goostrey. The railway corsing Alderley Edge

and Holmes Chapel runs across the area. There is a substantial concentration -oheduath (up to

8ha) medieval fields with semggular pattern in the Lower Peover/Peover Hall area. Much of the
remaining area comprises regular srakkdium post medieval enclosure with some medieval and
large modern fields (over 8ha). Boundaries are a mix of patchy hawthorn hedges with standard trees
and fences. Horsiculture also has made an impact on this area e.g. stables and modern fenced horse
paddocks. Red brick buildings, some with white wash are typical and #wera number of half
timbered, brick nogged cottages

This Character Area has a number of plaames that indicate former heath and mossland. Today
small areas of peat occur at the Lawdoss Wood Nature Reserve and Gleads Moss. The latter is a
SSSi for its fen and alder carr. A small area of bog remains on the western edge of the site and a narrow
fringe of acidic marshy grassland is included along the northern edge of the woodlartdhfmdsch

is wet and dominated by alder, birch and willow. The rich ground flora contains many fen species
including sedges and meadowsweet, soft rush and bogbean. The bog vegetation is dominated by bog
mosses (Sphagnum species) A range of woodland tygas across the character area from riparian
ancient woodland, birch colonised mossland, to planted blocks of broad leaves and conifers, for
example at Lower Withington. Several woodlands are SBIls such as at Sossmoss Wood. Stockin Moss
and Lower Moss WoodWoodlands include birch, oak and sycamore with planted conifers. The
understorey is rowan with holly and buckthorn while the ground flora is locally dominated by buckler
fern with areas of bracken. Diversity in these woodlands is provided by open terathy, ponds and
remnant bogs. Peover Eye river valley with stsgfed banks, permanent pasture and woodland with
ancient woodland indicators, has a diversity of species rich habitats. The underlying geology supports
a mosaic of grassland typescid, naitral with 210 species rich flushes. The valley is designated as an
SBI, as are sections of Marthall deldley Brooks, where the lattebbanks are predominantly wooded

with alder and neutral serimproved and unimproved grassland. Human activity can &éeetd back

four thousand years with a Bronze Age barrow cemetery at Jodrell Bank, although this has been badly
damaged by excavation and ploughing. Two further possible barrows are located near Twemlow Hall,
which is a Grade II, formerly moated late 17timeey mansion house of red brick. Peover Hall has a
Grade Il park and garden listed on the English Heritage Register. The Hall itself is a Grade II* 16th
century manor house, with a moat to the south west that indicates the location of an earlier medieval
house.
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LCT X Wooded Estates and/leres

This type is defined by a concentration of historic estates and their associated features, including
parkland and formal gardens, a high densitywobdland, mossesndmeres, whictare often utilised

as ornamendl lakes. The topography of the type ranges from flat ground, through broad undulations

to occasional steeper slopes. Fields are varied in size and shape and are generally of medieval or post
medieval origin. Settlement is mainly dispersed with a limitatchber of small nucleated villages and
hamlets including Rostherne and Marbury.

Key characteristics

Topography, geology and drainage

w *FNASR fFYyRTF2N¥I NIy3IAYy3I FNRBY FEldG (2 dzyRdzZ I (A
some areas of steeper,ane complex landforms including Alderley Edge and Comber Mere.

w ! YRSNIeAy3a 3AS2f238 2F o0l yRSR aAirfiaadz2ySzs . 2ffAy
till, river alluvium and sandy soils. Occasional pockets of peat have been exploited astlas @

source of fuel.

w CNBIljdzsSyid YSNBasxs vYz2aaSa FyR LRYRa F2N¥YSR Fa N
landscape. Some meres are adapted for ornamental purposes as part of the estate landscapes.

Woodland cover

w / 2 Y LI} NB Bining garmiamd She lestats contain high densities of broadleaved and mixed
woodland, some of which is ancient woodland. Veteran and specimen trees are a characteristic
feature of the estates.

Land use and field patterns

w ¢KS FINY¥SR f layhRtéredf dddimedianydcaiehir@dsilar, semegular and
regular fields of medieval and pestedieval origin. Fields are mostly delineated by hedgerows
although walls and railings within the estates are common boundary types.

w hidKSNI t I ygBif coatsés scardvgh@drldzang the deer park within Tatton Park.
Seminatural habitats

w bl GA2YyIl f{ &nathrdhagitatd) WhitkincluiléStiveimeres, woodland and grassland
habitats. The wetland habitats are particularly important for overwiime wildfowl and are often
nationally designated, including Rostherne Mere National Nature Reserve. Archaeology and cultural
heritage

w ¢KS fIyRaOl LIS K I-depth, with largePgyadd hist&iy Bodseshfd assdcixté
buildings including@ehouses, estate farms and lodges. Ornamental landscape features such as
parkland and lakes are prominent features. Many are listed as Registered Parks and Gardens.

w ! NOKIFS2t23A0Ft NBYlIAYyad AYRAOIFGS | CléoktltA 1 &8 Ay &?2
period (c4000BC). Settlement, road pattern and rights of way
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w {S0Gt8YSyd A& RAALISNESR FyR O2YLINAASR 2F &Yl €€
settlements are designated as Conservation Areas. Buildings are constructed in a vefdaalek
and white timber frame, red sandstone and red brick.

w az2adfes GKS NRBIR ySGég2N] Aa O2YLINRASR 2F YAy2N
trees. There also are a number of majoutes, whichcross through this landscape type, unting
the M6 motorway.

w t 2Lz F NJ £ yRaOILIS FT2NJ NBONBIFGA2y It | OGABAGE T2
the historic houses, gardens and golf courses. The presence of public footpatssas some of

the estates are publicly inacssible. Promoted routes including North Cheshire Way and South

Cheshire Way cross this type. Views and perceptual qualities

w *AS6a8 INB 2FiSy NBAGNROGSR o6& 622Rfl yYRZI 6KAOK
Picturesque designed vistas are asated with the estates.

w DSYSNrffte GKAA A& | KAIKE@ yFddz2NFtAAaGAOZ (NI yIj
eroded by the presence of nearby major infrastructure, including Manchester Airport.

w hOOlFaAz2ylffes ¢KSiNEeakDageviews R prandndrbibidtutes 2 6 4 =
including the Sandstone Ridge and Pennine Hills.

LCA 5e: Tablggharacter Area

The features of the estates associated with Tabley House, Toft Hall and Booths Hall define this
character areaThe largest of thee is Tabley House, which is of the Palladian style, built in the late
18th century to replace the Old Hall, which was erected ¢.1380 AD on an island in Nether Tabley
Mere. The Old Hall has subsequently collapsed and is now a ruin, the thatpstbod abngside it

has been relocated next to the present hall. It is screened from view by mixed belts of broadleaves
and coniferous trees that delineate the estate boundaries, part of which is ancient woodland. It was
formerly a medieval deer park. This is a rugal scale landscape possessing many features of the
surrounding areas. The land is generally slightly undulating but there are several flatter patches. The
area is mainly pastoral farmland where the hedgerow system is relatively intact with numerous
hedgeow trees and these can screen and filter many views across the landscape. However, there a
number of locations where agriculture appears much more intensive. Here larger and flatter arable
fields and low trimmed hedges combine to create a larger scalestam with panoramic views.

Such open locations enjoy distant views east towards the Pennine Hills, whilst in all other directions
the low horizon beyond the immediate field system appears full of trees. Urban Knutsford bounds
the area to the north and itslose proximity has an important localised influence on the landscape
where residential development is visible across flat farmland with low hedges. Patches of higher
woodland density are characteristic of this landscape type, and this opearshe three estates.

These locations are characterised by parkland landscapes and extensive tracts of woodland of
varying type. The local dominance of massed mature trees reduces the scale of the landscape quite
significantly, screening or framing many views andtigbuting to a landscape that feels much more
insular. From mostlirections,the general location of Tabley Hall appears as a solid block of
woodland, with no indication of the classic parkland setting surrounding the main buildings. Two
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highly prominentgatehouse lodges, on the A5033 and the A556, feature as landmarks along these
busy highways and provide the only clue to the motorist of the nature of the landscape behind the
perimeter woodland screen. The parkland surrounding the hall is representdtie classic

Gt yRaOlLISRé O2dzyiNE SaiuldSe® ¢KS IFHff gAGK Ada

sweeping tredined drives, past ornamental water bodies, veteran specimen trees and strategically
located woodland blocks. In the middle oktharacter area near Toft Hall a number of large
woodland blocks assume greater prominence due to the contrast with the surrounding flat and open
fields, many defined by ditches. Woodland comprise a mix of broadleaved and coniferous trees,
some of which wre associated with the former landscaped grounds of Toft Hall, and survive in a
much reduced form e.g. Windmill Wood, originally an approach to the hall. Settlement comprises a
low density scatter of dispersed farms and halls. Fields in this area arerpirahtly smalk;

medium (up to 8ha) in size and regular in shape, and are typical of post medieval reorganisation. To
the east of Tabley is an area of surviving medieval enclosure with irregular shaped fields. Boundaries
associated with this type are hedgws with standard trees. There are a number of individual farms
located throughout the aread number of incongruous elements within the landscape adversely
affects this areaThe M6 forms a very intrusive element as it crosses the area along aswatth

axis. Its visual influence is particularly extensive in the centre of the character area where traffic is
highly visible as it passes through flat and open fields. Further south an electrified rail line crosses
over the motorway and the overhead gansiare widely visible. The railway in turn is crossed by an
overhead powerline, providing another disruptive element within the surrounding open field

system. Other major roads include the A50 and A537.

Habitat Network Mapping Project

Natural Egland haslevelopeda Nature NetwoksHandbook, whiclis anintegrated Framework for
creating Ecological Networks for Wildlife & Peopleims to provide practical recommendations
that supportthe delivery of Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, the Natural England Costsem/Strategy
(C21) & the Government 25 year environment plane National Habitat Network Mapping Project
is a spatial tool developed as part of the Handbook. It provides a natimeaview of the
distribution of haitat networks for 19 separate pridyi habitats. (listed below)

Lowland fens

Lowland raised bog

Blanket bog

Limestone pavements

Coastal sandlunes

Coastal shingle

Maritime cliff & slope
Saltmarsh

Seminatural Ancient Woodland

Upland calcareous grassland
Lowland calcareous grassland
Reedbeds

Lowland meadows

Upland hay meadows

Purple moofgrass and rush pastures
Lowland dry acid grassland

Lowland heathland

Upland heathland

Upland flushes fens & swagra

=4 =4 =4 A4 =4 4 4 -8 -8 A
=4 =4 4 -4 -8 -4 -4 -8 A
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The Key components die National Habitat Network maare: -

Primary Habitat- existingpatches of priority habitat for each habitat network e.g. lowland
Heathland;

Associated Habitatg other habitat types that form a mosaic or an ecologically coherent grouping;
Habitat CreatedRestored-habitatwhere restoration or creation of new habitat underway
Restorable Habitat; habitatsthat are currently degraded but have the potentiallie restored,;
Network Enhancement ZonesThese are areas that should be prioritised for actions to buffer
priority habitat/habitat networks;

Fragmentation ActiorZone- smaller fragmented areas of habitat that have the potential to be
enlarged or joined with other habitat patches;

Potential Network Joins potential locations for action to create network links

The mapsre intended for use at both a national Ehand to feed into the development of

ecological networks at a local level. Trpuld be usedh conjunction with other data sets and
local knowledgeo help improve the ecological resilience of habitats and habitat networks.
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Map 2 National Habitat Mtwork Combined Habitat Mapping (excludes woodland habitatsiNatural England 2018

Map title

Ollerton Marthall
Neighbourhood Plan

National Habitat Networks

Map number

Map 2

Tegend

l:l Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary

National Habitat Network
Combined Habitat Network
2018

I ey Habitat

I Associeted Habitat

T l:] Restorable Habitat

- Habitat Restoration-

Creation

- Network Enhancement
Zone 1

:] Network Enhancement
Zone 2

| Combined Habitat Network

Restoration 2018

- Potential Network Join

Fragmentation Action
Zone

29-Jan-19

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835.

@ Natural England copyright.

© Crown copyright and database
rights 2019

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephane: 01948 820728
Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mail: info@cheshirewt.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Ecological Network for Cheshire East

The Cheshire East Council Local Plan Site Allocations and Development Polices Document will
contain detailed policies to protect arghhance the natural environment, including a map of the

ecological network within the borougls stated withirthe ecological network report:
G¢CKS SO2ft23A0If ySGg2N)] F2N GKS 02NRdAK Aa y20 7
rather providel (22t G2 AYyTF2NY | yR 3dzZARS RS@GSt2LIVSyid | yF

Cheshire East Local Plan Strategy 22080 (adopted 27 July 2017) Policy SE 3 Biodiversity and
Geodiversity provides for the protection and enhancement of areas of higtiMeisity and
geodiversity value, and recognises the need to increase the total area of valuable habitat in the
borough and linking up areas, creating stepping stones and wildlife corridors.

Development should be expected to protect, conserve, restog enhance the components of the
ecological network for the borough. The existing designated sites (statutory andtatutory) and
LINAZ2NRAGE KFEoAGEFGA FNB SaaSydaAiart O02YLRySyita 27F (F

[T Core areas
[ Corridors and stepping stones

[""] Restoration areas

] Meres and mosses catchments (buffer zones)
[ Sustainable land use areas

[ cheshire East Boundary

Crown copyright and database rights 2018.
Ordnance Survey 100049045.

Figure 2 Ecological Network for Cheshire East map
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Outside the planning system the ecological network is intended to inform land management and
investment decisions and priorities such as &mgwironment schemes, river catchment partnership

plans aad NGO (nofgovernment organisation) landscape scale initiatives.
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The Cheshire East Ecological Network identifies broad networks for the whole borough, whereas the

wildlife corridors identified in this report (see map 10) are more specific to ecologitabries that

are important for conserving and enhancing biodiversity at a local scale.

Methodology

Creating a habitat distinctiveness map

Ly fAYS 6AGK OdzZNNBy (G 5STNI YibbibiversitgHHadta daftiomi 2

the sources lied belowwas attributed to oneof three categories listed in the table

Habitat type band

Distinctiveness

Broad habitat type covered

Colour on map

Highecological value

High

Priority habitat as defined in
section 41 of the NERC Act
Designated nature caervation

sites (statutory and noistatutory)

Red

Mediumecological value

Medium

Seminatural habitats and habitats
with potential to be restored to
Priority quality. Includes field

ponds.

Orange

Lowecological value

Low

E.g. Intensive agricultural butay
still form an important part of the

ecological network in an area.

n/a

Habitat type bands (Defra March 2012)

1. Severapublished data sets were used to produce tabitat distinctiveness maps:

9 Priority habitat

Natural England2016 ¢ High/medium confience coded as high

distinctiveness, and low confidence coded as medium distinctiveness unless other data is

available.

1 Landcover data, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 2007. Priority habitats (principal
importance) and sermatural habitats coded as madgh distinctiveness (data in Appendix 1)
9 Agricultural land classification, Natural Englagdade 4 medium distinctiveness, grade 5 high

distinctiveness (adjusted where other data is available).

1 Protected siteslfiternational Sites, European Sit&ifesof Special Scientific Interest, Local
Wildlife Sites and Local Nature Resejy®&atural England, CWT/CEocal Authority; coded

as high distinctiveness
1 Ancientwoodlandsg Natural England 2018coded as high distinctiveness.

1 Meres and Mosses and otheeat soils Meres and Mosse Landscape Partnership scheme,
2016.Functional Ecologicalrits, river valley peat and destroyddistorical)peat coded as

medium distinctivenesgSupporting information in Appendix 2.)
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2. Aerial photographyMicrosoft Bing™ Imagery,Google Mappwas used to validate the results by
eye.

3. TheOllerton with Marthall Neighbourhood Plamrea Land Character Assessment aNetural
9y 3t yYRQ& bl (A 2cftkgbries were mapped and tBelres@tddere used to inform

the condusions

4. Information from recent planning applications i®llerton with Marthallwas researchedand
incorporated where appropriate
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Mapping:

Map 3: Terrestrial habitats

of Principal Importance Natural England2016

NUTSFORD

Wildlife Trust

Map titl

“Ollerton Marthall
Neighbourhood Plan

Habitats of Principal
Importance

Map number

Map 3

Legend

: Ollerton Marthall Boundary

Habitats Of Principal Importance

- Deciduous woodland

Good quality semi-
improved grassland

- Lowland raised bog
- No main habitat but
additional habitats present

T R
K&K Open mosaic habitat

Date

27/09/2018

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835, @ Crown

Capyright and database right 2018,
@ Natural England copyright.
Contains Ordnance Survey data

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephone: 01948 520728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mail: infoG@cheshirewt. org.uk

Reglistered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 4: Land Cover &p 2007(LCM2007parcetbased classification of satellite image data shoviémgl cover for the entire UBerived from a computer classification of satellite scenes
obtained mainly from the Lands&nsor

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust

Map title

Ollerton Marthall
Neighbourhood Plan

Land Cover Habitats

: Ollerton Marthall Boundary|
Land Cover Habitats 2007
Acid grassland

I =v'e and hortcuture

Bog

- Broad leaved, mixed and
yew woodland

Built up areas and gardeng
- Coniferous woodland
- Dwarf shrub heath
- Fen marsh and swamp
- Freshwater

Improved grassland

Inland rock

=
[ |
I o ook
- Littoral sediment
|

Neutral grassland

Rough low-productivity
grassland

Salt water

Supra-littoral sediment

Date
27/09/2018

@Crown Copyright 2018,
Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835,

Based upon Land Cover 20070
(Morton, R.D.; Rowland, C.S;; Wood,
CM.; Meck, L.; Marsto Smith,
GM. (2014). Land Cover Map 2007€
v1.2.NERC (CEH) 2011).

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephane: 01948 820728
Fax: 2888469
E-mail: info@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693




Map 5: Agricultural Land @&ding ¢ Natural En¢gand 2013

By .
A
2 g
4
KNUTSFORD

Wildlife Trust

Map title

Ollerton Marthall
Neighbourhood Plan
Agricultural Land
Classification

Map number

Map 5

Tegend

|:| Ollerton Marthall Boundary

Agricultural Land Classification
1

i
2
3
4
[ §
Non Agricultural
-

Urban

Date
27/09/2018

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835, © Natural England 2018,
reproduced with the permission of
Natural England, [http://wwwnatural
england orguk/copyright/. © Crown
Copyright and databasc rights 2018,
Ordbancc Survey licence number
100022021

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephane: 01948 820728
Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mail: info@cheshirewt.orgul

Registered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 6: Nature Conservatiorsites includingdesignatedSitesof Special Scientific Interest,ocal Nature ReservegEuropean designated sites (SAC, SPA),
Ramsar sites, Local Wildlife Sitaad nondesignated Potential Local Wildlife Sites

Wildlife Trust

Map title

Ollerton Marthall
Neighbourhood Plan

Nature Conservation Sites

Map number
Map 6

RTHALLBROOK

utsford

Legend

D Neighbourhood Plan
Boundary
Statutory Sites

B sss

I Ravsar
- Special Protection Area

Special Area of
Conservation

E:::[ National Nature Reserve
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Nature Improvement Area

Non Statutory Sites
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Date

27/02/2019

Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835, © Crown

Copyright and database right 2019
© Natural England copyright.
Contains Ordnance Survey data

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley
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Cheshire

SY14 8EF

Telephane: 01948 820728

Fax: 0709 2888469
E-mail: info@cheshirewt.orguk

Registered Charity No. 214927
Registered Company No. 738693




Map 7: Ancient woodland Traditional Orchards; Natural England 2018

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust
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Neighbourhood Plan
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& Traditional Orchards

Map number
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Legend
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27/09/2018

© Crown copyright and database rights
2018, Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835.

© Natural England copyright.

Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Bickley Hall Farm
Bickley
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Cheshire

SY14 8EF
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Registered Company No. 738693
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Map 8 Meres, Mossesand other peat ®ils, Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme 2016

<A Cheshire
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27/09/2018

© Crown copyright and database rights
2018, Ordnance Survey Licence number
100030835,
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Map 9 Habitat Distinctiveness

25



