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Introduction  

Neighbourhood Planning has provided an important opportunity for communities to shape their local 

environment for future generations. Identifying and evaluating opportunities and constraints will 

mean that communities are in an informed position and therefore better able to protect their valuable 

natural assets.  

 

Lƴ нлммΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ нлнл Ψstrategy fƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 

Ecosystem servicesΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

paper. The mission of the Biodiversity 2020 strategy is to ΨƘŀƭǘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƭƻǎǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 

well-functioning ecosystems, establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for 

nature for the benefit of wildlife, ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), first published in 2012 drew on these principles and 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǊŜ 

objectives in the revised NPPF 2018 (paragraph 8c). Local (non-strategic) policies specifically designed 

ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψƴƻ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΩ ƻǊ ΨƴŜǘ Ǝŀƛƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 

guidance for this is enshrined in the NPPF in paragraphs 118a, 174b and 175d with the latter two 

ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜΩ ƴŜǘ Ǝŀƛƴ όƛΦŜΦ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƳŜǘǊƛŎύΦ At a local level, policy 

SE3 Biodiversity and Geodiversity of the Cheshire East [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴŜǘ ƎŀƛƴǎΩΦ Cheshire East are 

also a signatory to the Cheshire Region Local Nature Partnership (CrLNP) ΨbŜǘ Dŀins for bŀǘǳǊŜΩ policy 

(January 2016) which sets out the guidance and principles of biodiversity accounting and 

compensation. 

 

According to Biodiversity 2020, there are numerous ways to work towards achieving these aims, with 

landowners, conservation charities and individuals playing a part. However, the planning system has 

a central role in achieving the aims of Biodiversity 2020, particularly strategic planning, but also 

development control.  At a local level, Neighbourhood Planning has the potential to be a key factor in 

determining whether the aims of Biodiversity 2020 are realised, by identifying local priorities for 

nature conservation and ensuring these are taken into consideration in the planning process. 

 

In 2018, as part of its 25 Year Environment Plan, the government pledged to become the first 
generation to leave the natural environment in a better condition than that they inherited.  

In the State of Nature Report 2016, the UK was ranked among the most nature-depleted countries in 
the world. The gƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ambitious proposals for nature recovery ŀƴŘ άŎƭŜŀƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
pivotal in the future of our environment. 

Although this is a national framework, its success will also depend on local communities and 

partnerships working to protect and enhance their environment to contribute to its social, economic 

and environmental objectives. 
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Objectives of the study 

The first stage to protecting and enhancing the natural environment is to identify the natural assets 

that exist within the neighbourhood. This report aims to identify the core, high ecological value sites 

for nature conservation in the Ollerton with Marthall Neighbourhood Planning Area, as well as sites 

deemed to be of medium ecological value. High value sites are recommended for protection through 

the neighbourhood planning process and medium value sites could be considered as biodiversity 

opportunity areas subject to further evaluation. Medium and high value sites should also act as an 

alert in the planning system, triggering full evaluation should they be proposed for future 

development.  

 

The report also aims to identify key local and regional ecological networks within the neighbourhood 

planning area and recommends that these are protected through the neighbourhood plan.  

Additionally, it identifies key features associated with the landscape character of the Ollerton & 

Marthall area so these can be referenced in planning policies. 

 

Background ɀ ecological networks 

In 2010, tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ [ŀǿǘƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 59Cw! ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψaŀƪƛng Space for Nature: 

! ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ that we need a step 

change in our approach to wildlife conservation from trying to hang on to what we have, to one of 

large-scale habitat restoration and recreation, underpinned by the re-establishment of ecological 

processes and ecosystem services, for the benefits of both people and wildlife. The report also 

identified that this vision will only be realised if we work at local scales in partnership with local people.  

 

The natural environment is fundamental to our well-being, health and economy, and provides us with 

a range of ecosystem services such as food, water, materials, flood defences and carbon sequestration 

ς and biodiversity underpins most, if not all, of them. The pressures on our land and water are likely 

to continue to increase and we need to learn how to manage these resources in ways that deliver 

multiple benefits, for example, achieving profitable and productive farming while also adopting 

practices which enhance carbon storage, improve floodwater management and support wildlife. 

 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎly fragmented and isolated, leading to declines in 

the provision of some ecosystem services, and losses to species populations. Ecological networks have 

become widely recognised as an effective way to conserve wildlife in environments that have become 

fragmented by human activities. 

 

Ecological networks generally have five components (see Figure 1) which reflect both existing and 

potential ecological importance and function.  

 

¶ Core areas  

These are areas of high nature conservation value, which form the heart of the network. They contain 

habitats that are rare or important because of the wildlife they support or the ecosystem services they 

provide. They generally have the highest concentrations of species or support rare species. They 

include protected wildlife sites and other semi-natural areas of high ecological quality.  
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¶ Corridors and stepping stones  

These are spaces that improve the functional connectivity between core areas, enabling species to 

move between them to feed, disperse, migrate or reproduce. Connectivity need not just come from 

ƭƛƴŜŀǊΣ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΤ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ΨǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

species can move between core areas.  

 

¶ Restoration areas  

These are areas where measures are planned to restore or create new high value habitats (which will 

ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨŎƻǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΩύ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜcies populations can be restored. 

They are often situated to complement, connect or enhance existing core areas.  

 

¶ Buffer zones  

Bufferzones ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ΨǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎΣ 

and protect them from adverse impacts from the wider environment.  

 

¶ Sustainable use areas  

These are areas within the wider landscape focussed on the sustainable use of natural resources and 

appropriate economic activities, together with the maintenance of ecosystem services. Set up 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ΨǎƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǊƛȄΩ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊƳŜŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

less hostile to wildlife, including self-sustaining populations of species that are dependent upon, or at 

least tolerant of, certain forms of agriculture. There is overlap in the functions of buffer zones and 

sustainable use areas, but the latter are less clearly demarcated than buffers, with a greater variety of 

land uses.  
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Figure 1. The components of ecological networks (Making Space for Nature report) 

 

The principles of creating coherent ecological networks have since been embedded within many 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀǇŜǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ /ƘƻƛŎŜΩ, which 

was published in 2011, reiterated a Government commitment to move from net biodiversity loss to 

net gain, by recognising the importance of supporting healthy, well-functioning ecosystems and 

establishing more coherent ecological networks. 

 

The National Planning and Policy Framework which was updated in 2018 and revised again in February 

2019 also includes the establishment and conservation of a coherent ecological network as a core 

principle including: 

 

¶ Identifying, mapping and safeguarding components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider 

ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated 

sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect 

them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, 

enhancement, restoration or creation; 

¶ Promoting the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological 

networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue 

opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity. 
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Natural Area 

Natural Areas as defined by English Nature (now Natural England) in 1996 are a series of 

biogeographical units reflecting ecological integrity land form, land-use and cultural influences. Their 

boundaries usually correspond to those of the Landscape Character Areas although they normally 

encompass multiple LCAΩs as they are generally larger. 

Most of Cheshire, the northern half of Shropshire and part of northwest Staffordshire sit within the 

Meres and Mosses Natural Area. This is an expansive area of gently rolling agricultural plain, which at 

the end of the last ice age was largely underwater. Although the vast area of water eventually drained 

away, it left behind a wetland landscape of meres, mosses, meandering rivers and ponds. This 

landscape is recognised as being of international importance for its wetland wildlife. 

Landscape Character Assessment for the Cheshire region 

On a national level Ollerton & Marthall lies within National Character Area 61 ς Shropshire, Cheshire 

and Staffordshire Plain; a largely pastoral area of rolling plain which is important for food production. 

Especially important is dairy farming, which is well suited to the damp lush pastures that are found on 

the glacial till  clay soils. More locally, the Cheshire Landscape Character Assessment of 2008 identifies 

recognisable patterns in the landscape and classifies the Cheshire Landscape into 20 broad Landscape 

Character Types (LCTs). Different aspects such as geology, landform, soils, vegetation and land use 

have been used to identify character areas. The assessment is intended to be used as a basis for 

planning and the creation of future landscape strategies as well as raising public awareness of 

landscape character and creating a sense of place. 
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Map 1: Landscape Character Typology (Cheshire East Local Authority 2018)
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Aside from urban areas, the Landscape Character Assessment (Map 1) has identified two recognisable 

landscape character types (LCTs) within the Ollerton with Marthall Neighbourhood planning area, 

namely: Lower Wooded Farmland as well as Wooded Estates and Meres. Each LCT is subdivided into 

smaller Landscape Character Areas (LCAs); details of the relevant LCTs and LCAs are given below: 

 

LCT 7 ς Lower Wooded Farmland 

 

Covering a large area of Cheshire East, this character type is divided into seven character areas 

extending from High Leigh and Arley in the north, east to Poynton and Congleton and as far south as 

Audlem. This very gently rolling landscape type has many similarities with the Cheshire East Plain, but 

it has a greater concentration of woodland and a slightly higher settlement density with more 

nucleated hamlets and villages. Land use is a mix of arable and pasture, while settlement largely 

retains its dispersed pattern. Intensive reorganisation during the post-medieval period saw the 

dilution of some medieval field patterns. Whilst very rural, the landscape has been impacted in places 

by the presence of major transport routes and nearby large urban areas. 

 

Key characteristics 

 

Topography, geology and drainage  

ω [ow lying, gently rolling topography with occasional steep slopes often associated with 

watercourses.  

ω ¦ƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ōŜŘǊƻŎƪ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƘŀƭƛǘŜ όrock salt) and mudstone geology. Pockets of peat are 

located throughout the landscape and have been historically exploited for fuel.  

ω [ŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƭŀŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

frequent in-field marl ponds.  

Woodland cover  

ω ! relatively high density of coniferous, mixed and deciduous woodland found in blocks, coverts and 

along streams and rivers.  

ω aŀǘǳǊŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ όƻŦǘŜƴ ƻŀƪΣ ōŜŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎȅŎŀƳƻǊŜύ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƘŜŘƎŜǊƻǿǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 

to the wooded character of the landscape.  

Land use and field patterns  

ω ! ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŀǊŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ-scale fields of medieval and post-medieval 

origin.  

ω CƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜŘƎŜǊows with frequent mature trees. The formation of larger 

fields due to the removal of boundary hedges is seen in some areas. Post and wire or wooden 

fencing has replaced some hedgerows.  
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Semi-natural habitats  

ω ! number of wetland habitats including nationally important sites such as Bagmere SSSI and 

Brookhouse Moss SSSI are present.  

ω hǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƳƛ-natural habitats scattered amongst the farmland include unimproved grasslands and 

remnant heath, which has seen major losses in the past.  

Archaeology and cultural heritage  

ω tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ǊƻƴȊŜ !Ǝe barrows and tumuli are scattered throughout the 

landscape, with some designated as Scheduled Monuments.  

ω IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

Gardens.  

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way  

ω aŜŘƛǳƳ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǘŜŘ ƘŀƳƭŜǘǎκǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ 

including a number of Conservation Areas. Some settlements have grown due to their proximity to 

large urban areas. Typically, built vernacular is of red brick or white render.  

ω wƻŀŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǊǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !рлκ!рлл ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ƭŀƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ aс 

motorway also crosses through a number of the areas within this type.  

ω !ƴ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΦ A number of promoted 

routes cross the landscape, including the North Cheshire Way, Dane Valley Way, South Cheshire Way 

and Crewe and Nantwich Circular Walk. Views and perceptual qualities  

ω DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǊǳǊŀƭ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ influenced by the presence of adjacent urban areas. Major 

infrastructure including the M6 motorway and Manchester Airport has a visual impact and 

introduces traffic noise.  

ω tŜǊŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘȅǇŜΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

woodland/trees, which provide a strong sense of enclosure and limit views.  

ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘŜŘ 

ridgeline of Alderley Edge and the uplands of the Pennines. 

LCA 7d: Marthall Character Area  
 

This low undulating (c 40-90m AOD) character area extends from Lower Peover, northwest as far as 

Alderley Edge. The southern boundary is provided by the valley of the River Dane. This is a medium 

scale landscape of mixed arable and pastoral farmland, which shares many of the characteristics of 

the West Lowland Plain. There are localised areas of more undulating ground but the land is generally 

flat. In the north, many fields have been enlarged and there is evidence of hedgerow removal with 

increased reliance upon post and wire fences. This has produced a more open, larger scale landscape 

with more extensive views, although even here many views are curtailed in the middle distance by 

solid blocks of woodland. The estate woodlands associated with Toft Hall and Peover Hall have a 

strong visual presence and feature in many views. In the north of the character area, the landscape is 
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strongly influenced by the close proximity of urban Knutsford, Wilmslow and Alderley Edge. A number 

of major highways, including the A50 and A537, traverse the area with the associated intrusion of 

heavy traffic, but many tranquil rural locations remain in the inter-land between these strategic 

routes. The area is drained by a number of small rivers including Peover Eye, Marthall Brook and 

Pedley Brook and these are often associated with linear woodlands or lines of mature trees, forming 

conspicuous features in the landscape. In the northern part of the character area, the high ground of 

Alderley Edge with its wooded slopes forms an important visual feature on the horizon. In the south, 

the Jodrell Bank radio telescope provides a local landmark as it is visible over a wide expanse. 

Settlement has a medium density comprising clusters of dispersed settlement e.g. the Warford Hall 

and Blackden Heath areas; linear settlement that has developed along roadways e.g. Stocks Lane, Over 

Peover; small nucleations at Swan Green and Twemlow Green and larger nucleated villages that have 

undergone modern expansion such as Chelford and Goostrey. The railway connecting Alderley Edge 

and Holmes Chapel runs across the area. There is a substantial concentration of small-medium (up to 

8ha) medieval fields with semi-regular pattern in the Lower Peover/Peover Hall area. Much of the 

remaining area comprises regular small-medium post medieval enclosure with some medieval and 

large modern fields (over 8ha). Boundaries are a mix of patchy hawthorn hedges with standard trees 

and fences. Horsiculture also has made an impact on this area e.g. stables and modern fenced horse 

paddocks. Red brick buildings, some with white wash are typical and there are a number of half 

timbered, brick nogged cottages 

 

This Character Area has a number of place names that indicate former heath and mossland. Today 

small areas of peat occur at the Lower Moss Wood Nature Reserve and Gleads Moss. The latter is a 

SSSI for its fen and alder carr. A small area of bog remains on the western edge of the site and a narrow 

fringe of acidic marshy grassland is included along the northern edge of the woodland, most of which 

is wet and dominated by alder, birch and willow. The rich ground flora contains many fen species 

including sedges and meadowsweet, soft rush and bogbean. The bog vegetation is dominated by bog 

mosses (Sphagnum species) A range of woodland types occur across the character area from riparian 

ancient woodland, birch colonised mossland, to planted blocks of broad leaves and conifers, for 

example at Lower Withington. Several woodlands are SBIs such as at Sossmoss Wood. Stockin Moss 

and Lower Moss Wood. Woodlands include birch, oak and sycamore with planted conifers. The 

understorey is rowan with holly and buckthorn while the ground flora is locally dominated by buckler 

fern with areas of bracken. Diversity in these woodlands is provided by open heathy areas, ponds and 

remnant bogs. Peover Eye river valley with steep-sided banks, permanent pasture and woodland with 

ancient woodland indicators, has a diversity of species rich habitats. The underlying geology supports 

a mosaic of grassland types ς acid, neutral with 210 species rich flushes. The valley is designated as an 

SBI, as are sections of Marthall and Pedley Brooks, where the latters banks are predominantly wooded 

with alder and neutral semi-improved and unimproved grassland. Human activity can be traced back 

four thousand years with a Bronze Age barrow cemetery at Jodrell Bank, although this has been badly 

damaged by excavation and ploughing. Two further possible barrows are located near Twemlow Hall, 

which is a Grade II, formerly moated late 17th century mansion house of red brick. Peover Hall has a 

Grade II park and garden listed on the English Heritage Register. The Hall itself is a Grade II* 16th 

century manor house, with a moat to the south west that indicates the location of an earlier medieval 

house. 
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LCT 5 ς Wooded Estates and Meres 

 

This type is defined by a concentration of historic estates and their associated features, including 

parkland and formal gardens, a high density of woodland, mosses, and meres, which are often utilised 

as ornamental lakes. The topography of the type ranges from flat ground, through broad undulations 

to occasional steeper slopes. Fields are varied in size and shape and are generally of medieval or post-

medieval origin. Settlement is mainly dispersed with a limited number of small nucleated villages and 

hamlets including Rostherne and Marbury. 

 

Key characteristics 

 

Topography, geology and drainage  

ω ±ŀǊƛŜŘ ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊƳΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀǘǘƻƴ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜȅ IƻǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

some areas of steeper, more complex landforms including Alderley Edge and Comber Mere.  

ω ¦ƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ǎƛƭǘǎǘƻƴŜΣ .ƻƭƭƛƴ aǳŘǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘǿƛŎƘ IŀƭƛǘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƛƴ ōȅ ƎƭŀŎƛŀƭ 

till, river alluvium and sandy soils. Occasional pockets of peat have been exploited in the past as a 

source of fuel.  

ω CǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƳŜǊŜǎΣ ƳƻǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƴŘǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƎƭŀŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

landscape. Some meres are adapted for ornamental purposes as part of the estate landscapes.  

Woodland cover  

ω /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧoining farmland, the estates contain high densities of broadleaved and mixed 

woodland, some of which is ancient woodland. Veteran and specimen trees are a characteristic 

feature of the estates.  

Land use and field patterns 

 ω ¢ƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ a mixture of small-medium scale irregular, semi-regular and 

regular fields of medieval and post-medieval origin. Fields are mostly delineated by hedgerows 

although walls and railings within the estates are common boundary types.  

ω hǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ golf courses, caravan parks and the deer park within Tatton Park.  

Semi-natural habitats  

ω bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎŜƳƛ-natural habitats, which include the meres, woodland and grassland 

habitats. The wetland habitats are particularly important for overwintering wildfowl and are often 

nationally designated, including Rostherne Mere National Nature Reserve. Archaeology and cultural 

heritage  

ω ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ-depth, with large, grand historic houses and associated 

buildings including gatehouses, estate farms and lodges. Ornamental landscape features such as 

parkland and lakes are prominent features. Many are listed as Registered Parks and Gardens.  

ω !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Neolithic 

period (c4000BC). Settlement, road pattern and rights of way  
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ω {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘŀƳƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŦŀǊƳǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

settlements are designated as Conservation Areas. Buildings are constructed in a vernacular of black 

and white timber frame, red sandstone and red brick.  

ω aƻǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƻǊ ƭŀƴŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀǾŜƴǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ 

trees. There also are a number of major routes, which cross through this landscape type, including 

the M6 motorway.  

ω tƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ !ǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

the historic houses, gardens and golf courses. The presence of public footpaths varies, as some of 

the estates are publicly inaccessible. Promoted routes including North Cheshire Way and South 

Cheshire Way cross this type. Views and perceptual qualities  

ω ±ƛŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ 

Picturesque designed vistas are associated with the estates.  

ω DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƭƛǘȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

eroded by the presence of nearby major infrastructure, including Manchester Airport. 

ω hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ there are longer views to prominent features 

including the Sandstone Ridge and Pennine Hills. 

 

LCA 5e: Tabley Character Area 
 
The features of the estates associated with Tabley House, Toft Hall and Booths Hall define this 

character area. The largest of these is Tabley House, which is of the Palladian style, built in the late 

18th century to replace the Old Hall, which was erected c.1380 AD on an island in Nether Tabley 

Mere. The Old Hall has subsequently collapsed and is now a ruin, the chapel that stood alongside it 

has been relocated next to the present hall. It is screened from view by mixed belts of broadleaves 

and coniferous trees that delineate the estate boundaries, part of which is ancient woodland. It was 

formerly a medieval deer park. This is a medium scale landscape possessing many features of the 

surrounding areas. The land is generally slightly undulating but there are several flatter patches. The 

area is mainly pastoral farmland where the hedgerow system is relatively intact with numerous 

hedgerow trees and these can screen and filter many views across the landscape. However, there a 

number of locations where agriculture appears much more intensive. Here larger and flatter arable 

fields and low trimmed hedges combine to create a larger scale landscape with panoramic views. 

Such open locations enjoy distant views east towards the Pennine Hills, whilst in all other directions 

the low horizon beyond the immediate field system appears full of trees. Urban Knutsford bounds 

the area to the north and its close proximity has an important localised influence on the landscape 

where residential development is visible across flat farmland with low hedges. Patches of higher 

woodland density are characteristic of this landscape type, and this occurs near the three estates. 

These locations are characterised by parkland landscapes and extensive tracts of woodland of 

varying type. The local dominance of massed mature trees reduces the scale of the landscape quite 

significantly, screening or framing many views and contributing to a landscape that feels much more 

insular. From most directions, the general location of Tabley Hall appears as a solid block of 

woodland, with no indication of the classic parkland setting surrounding the main buildings. Two 
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highly prominent gatehouse lodges, on the A5033 and the A556, feature as landmarks along these 

busy highways and provide the only clue to the motorist of the nature of the landscape behind the 

perimeter woodland screen. The parkland surrounding the hall is representative of the classic 

άƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜŘέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Iŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

sweeping tree-lined drives, past ornamental water bodies, veteran specimen trees and strategically 

located woodland blocks. In the middle of the character area near Toft Hall a number of large 

woodland blocks assume greater prominence due to the contrast with the surrounding flat and open 

fields, many defined by ditches. Woodland comprise a mix of broadleaved and coniferous trees, 

some of which were associated with the former landscaped grounds of Toft Hall, and survive in a 

much reduced form e.g. Windmill Wood, originally an approach to the hall. Settlement comprises a 

low density scatter of dispersed farms and halls. Fields in this area are predominantly small ς 

medium (up to 8ha) in size and regular in shape, and are typical of post medieval reorganisation. To 

the east of Tabley is an area of surviving medieval enclosure with irregular shaped fields. Boundaries 

associated with this type are hedgerows with standard trees. There are a number of individual farms 

located throughout the area. A number of incongruous elements within the landscape adversely 

affects this area. The M6 forms a very intrusive element as it crosses the area along a north-south 

axis. Its visual influence is particularly extensive in the centre of the character area where traffic is 

highly visible as it passes through flat and open fields. Further south an electrified rail line crosses 

over the motorway and the overhead gantries are widely visible. The railway in turn is crossed by an 

overhead powerline, providing another disruptive element within the surrounding open field 

system. Other major roads include the A50 and A537. 

 

 

Habitat Network Mapping Project 

Natural England has developed a Nature Networks Handbook, which is an Integrated Framework for 

creating Ecological Networks for Wildlife & People. It aims to provide practical recommendations 

that support the delivery of Biodiversity 2020 Strategy, the Natural England Conservation Strategy 

(C21) & the Government 25 year environment plan. The National Habitat Network Mapping Project 

is a spatial tool developed as part of the Handbook. It provides a national overview of the 

distribution of habitat networks for 19 separate priority habitats. (listed below)

 

¶ Upland calcareous grassland 

¶ Lowland calcareous grassland 

¶ Reed-beds 

¶ Lowland meadows 

¶ Upland hay meadows 

¶ Purple moor-grass and rush pastures 

¶ Lowland dry acid grassland 

¶ Lowland heathland 

¶ Upland heathland 

¶ Upland flushes fens & swamps 

¶ Lowland fens 

¶ Lowland raised bog 

¶ Blanket bog 

¶ Limestone pavements 

¶ Coastal sand-dunes 

¶ Coastal shingle 

¶ Maritime cliff & slope 

¶ Saltmarsh 

¶ Semi-natural Ancient Woodland
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The Key components of the National Habitat Network map are: - 

 

Primary Habitat - existing patches of priority habitat for each habitat network e.g. lowland 

Heathland; 

Associated Habitats ς other habitat types that form a mosaic or an ecologically coherent grouping; 

Habitat Created-Restored -habitat where restoration or creation of new habitat is underway 

Restorable Habitat ς habitats that are currently degraded but have the potential to be restored; 

Network Enhancement Zones ς These are areas that should be prioritised for actions to buffer 

priority habitat/habitat networks; 

Fragmentation Action Zone - smaller fragmented areas of habitat that have the potential to be 

enlarged or joined with other habitat patches; 

Potential Network Joins - potential locations for action to create network links 

 

The maps are intended for use at both a national level and to feed into the development of 

ecological networks at a local level. They should be used in conjunction with other data sets and 

local knowledge to help improve the ecological resilience of habitats and habitat networks. 
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Map 2: National Habitat Network Combined Habitat Mapping (excludes woodland habitats) ς Natural England 2018  
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Ecological Network for Cheshire East 

The Cheshire East Council Local Plan Site Allocations and Development Polices Document will 

contain detailed policies to protect and enhance the natural environment, including a map of the 

ecological network within the borough. As stated within the ecological network report:  

 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ōǳǘ 

rather provide ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ΨƴŜǘ ƎŀƛƴΩ ƛƴ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  

 

Cheshire East Local Plan Strategy 2010-2030 (adopted 27 July 2017) Policy SE 3 Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity provides for the protection and enhancement of areas of high biodiversity and 

geodiversity value, and recognises the need to increase the total area of valuable habitat in the 

borough and linking up areas, creating stepping stones and wildlife corridors.  

 

Development should be expected to protect, conserve, restore and enhance the components of the 

ecological network for the borough. The existing designated sites (statutory and non-statutory) and 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘΦέ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Ecological Network for Cheshire East map 
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Outside the planning system the ecological network is intended to inform land management and 

investment decisions and priorities such as agri-environment schemes, river catchment partnership 

plans and NGO (non-government organisation) landscape scale initiatives. 

The Cheshire East Ecological Network identifies broad networks for the whole borough, whereas the 

wildlife corridors identified in this report (see map 10) are more specific to ecological networks that 

are important for conserving and enhancing biodiversity at a local scale.  

Methodology 

Creating a habitat distinctiveness map 

Lƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 5ŜŦǊŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ Ψƴƻ ƴŜǘ ƭƻǎǎΩ in biodiversity, habitat data from 

the sources listed below was attributed to one of three categories listed in the table: 

Habitat type band Distinctiveness Broad habitat type covered Colour on map 

High ecological value High Priority habitat as defined in 

section 41 of the NERC Act, 

Designated nature conservation 

sites (statutory and non-statutory)  

Red 

Medium ecological value Medium Semi-natural habitats and habitats 

with potential to be restored to 

Priority quality. Includes field 

ponds.  

Orange 

Low ecological value Low E.g. Intensive agricultural but may 

still form an important part of the 

ecological network in an area. 

n/a 

Habitat type bands (Defra March 2012) 

 

1. Several published data sets were used to produce the habitat distinctiveness maps: 

¶ Priority habitat Natural England 2016 ς High/medium confidence coded as high 

distinctiveness, and low confidence coded as medium distinctiveness unless other data is 

available.  

¶ Landcover data, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 2007. Priority habitats (principal 

importance) and semi-natural habitats coded as medium distinctiveness (data in Appendix 1) 

¶ Agricultural land classification, Natural England - grade 4 medium distinctiveness, grade 5 high 

distinctiveness (adjusted where other data is available).  

¶ Protected sites (International Sites, European Sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local 

Wildlife Sites and Local Nature Reserves), Natural England, CWT/CEC Local Authority ς coded 

as high distinctiveness. 

¶ Ancient woodlands ς Natural England 2018 ς coded as high distinctiveness. 

¶ Meres and Mosses and other peat soils, Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership scheme, 

2016. Functional Ecological Units, river valley peat and destroyed (historical) peat coded as 

medium distinctiveness. (Supporting information in Appendix 2.) 
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2. Aerial photography (Microsoft Bing TM Imagery, Google Maps) was used to validate the results by 

eye.  

 

3. The Ollerton with Marthall Neighbourhood Plan Area Land Character Assessment and Natural 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ categories were mapped and the results were used to inform 

the conclusions. 

 

4. Information from recent planning applications in Ollerton with Marthall was researched and 

incorporated where appropriate. 
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Mapping: 

Map 3: Terrestrial habitats of Principal Importance ς Natural England 2016 
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Map 4: Land Cover Map 2007 (LCM2007) parcel-based classification of satellite image data showing land cover for the entire UK derived from a computer classification of satellite scenes 

obtained mainly from the Landsat Sensor 
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Map 5: Agricultural Land Grading ς Natural England 2013 
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Map 6: Nature Conservation Sites, including designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserves, European designated sites (SAC, SPA), 

Ramsar sites, Local Wildlife Sites and non-designated Potential Local Wildlife Sites  
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Map 7: Ancient woodland & Traditional Orchards ς Natural England 2018 
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Map 8: Meres, Mosses, and other peat soils, Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme 2016 
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Map 9: Habitat Distinctiveness  

  


